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WHO Scholar programme:  
Learn to connect, connect to learn, lead to impact 
A low-cost, scalable package of interventions to rapidly turn guidelines into action led by countries. 

“These are more than just courses. These are interventions designed to foster and improve practice at 
every level.” – WHO Scholar programme impact evaluation (2016-2018) 

• Over 7,000 health professionals from 90 countries have participated, including one-third working in districts. 

• Over 2,000 context-specific peer-reviewed action plans developed using WHO guidelines. 

• Over half of each cohort has volunteered to serve as Accompanists to support their colleagues. 

• Over 92% report that they routinely use what they gained from the programme 

WHO Scholar Programme 
 Each programme is a package of interventions designed to support professionals leading change in their 

area of work.  
 The Scholars are connected to each other in a digital, distributed, and global community of action. 
 Learning with peers from around the globe, they create implementable solutions to real-world problems. 

Focused on delivering results 
 Learners on a Scholar programme are producers rather than consumers of learning. 
 Participants learn by developing action planning projects for their own context of work. 
 Scholars start by taking a course but those who successfully complete a course are challenged to implement 

their course projects and ultimately to achieve impact. 

Fast 
 A new programme can be developed in three days. 
 Only specific inputs are required from subject matter experts (SMEs). 
 Scholars learn, collaborate, and lead, with no travel, accommodation or per diem costs.  

Scalable 
There is no upper limit to the number of programme participants.  

Mutilingual 
 The programme can be offered in one or more of the six official UN languages, simultaneously. 
 Participants can also work in their own national or local languages.  

Support peer learning and knowledge sharing between countries 
 Over half of first-time Scholars volunteer as ‘Accompanists’ to share experience and help learners from 

other countries. 
 ‘Accompanists’ become coaches and guides to support their peers and exercise leadership in new ways that 

challenge failed, conventional training-of-trainer and cascade models. 
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